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degree at so wild a proposition, replied that the respect
he owed to the cloth would prevent him visiting M. le
Prince in disguise; but that he would come in his ordi-
nary attire. M. le Prince agreed to this last imposed con-
dition. He made the Pere de la Tour enter at night by
.a little back door, at which an attendant was waiting
to receive him. He was led by this attendant, who had
a, lantern in one hand and a key in the other, through
many long and obscure passages, and through many
doors, which were opened and closed upon him as he
passed. Having arrived at last at the sick chamber, he
confessed M. le Prince, and was conducted out of the
house in the same manner and by the same way as be-
fore. These visits were repeated during several months.

The Prince's malady rapidly increased, and became
extreme. The doctors found him so ill on the night of
Easter Sunday that they proposed to him the Sacrament
for the next day. He disputed with them, and said that
if he was so very bad it would be better to take the
Sacraments at once, and have done with them. They in
their turn opposed this, saying there was no need of so
much hurry. At last, for fear of incensing him, they
consented, and he received ail-hurriedly the last Sacra-
ments. A little while after he called M. le Due to him,
and spoke of the honors he wished at his funeral, men-
tioning those which had been omitted at the funeral of
his father, but which he did not wish to be omitted from
his. He talked of nothing but this and of the sums he
had spent at Chantilly, until his reason began to wander.

Not a soul regretted him; neither servants nor friends,
neither child nor wife. Indeed the Princess was so
.ashamed of her tears that she made excuses for them.
This was scarcely to be wondered at.